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respond. The influence that I now exercise is only a temporary
Influence, not permanent. My place is in India, in the midst of
my countrymen, who may be called upon to start another campaign
of' suffering. In fact, the English people seem to respond today
because they 3oiow that I represent a suffering people, and when
I am suffering with my own countrymen, I would be speaking
to them from India as heart speaks to heart.

Young India, 5-11-1931

133.    SPEECH AT BIRMINGHAM MEETING1

SELLY OAK,

BIRMINGHAM,

October 18, 1931

Whereas to other places I have gone as a matter of business,
to deliver my message, I have come here as a matter of
pilgrimage because this Settlement it was that spared and sent
Mr. Horace Alexander to us at a time2 when we were in need
of a friend. ... It was a time when news of satyagraha could
not be transmitted from India, everything that was sent was
censored, the principal men were all in jail. It was then that the
friends carne to the conclusion that a mission ought to be sent to
India and Mr. Alexander was chosen for the purpose Not only
were you able to spare him but his wife, a cripple, spared him. Now
you will understand why it is a pilgrimage for me to come here.

With regard to the work before me, I did not think I should
take your time to describe it to you now. The vast majority of
the people now know what the Indian National Congress claims
for the nation. You know what means we have adopted, perhaps,
for the first time in history, to achieve our independence. And
you also know how far the nation during the last year was able
to live up to its creed. I would like to emphasize upon you the
fact that, if the work that is now being done at the Round Table
Conference is to bear fruit, it will do so only if the pressure of
intelligent public opinion is brought to bear upon it. I have

1 Extracted from Mahadev Desai's account   "The Birmingham Visit". The
meeting was held in the afternoon at Woodbrooke   Settlement with Horace
Alexander in the chair. According to a report in Birmingham Post, 19-10-1931, those
present included the Mayor of Birmingham,  W.   W.   Saunders, and  the  Lady
Mayoress and the Bishop of Birmingham. The meeting lasted two hours.

2 In 1930, after the failure of the  Sapru-Jayakar   mediatory   efforts (vide
Vol. XJUV).                                                                                              V